
TRANS-PACIFIC 
PARTNERSHIP

TRADE DEAL FROM HELL



The TPP is the biggest trade deal in Australia’s history. 
Life will be a lot tougher if Australia signs this trade deal. It could mean: 

1 THE AUSTRALIAN GREENS AGAINST TPP

THE TRADE DEAL FROM HELL
The Trans Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) gives foreign companies 
power over the Australian 
government. If the TPP is 
agreed to, businesses can sue 
our government for millions 
of dollars if their profits drop 
due to Australian industrial 
relations law, environmental 
standards or any other law. 

RESTRICTIONS ON AUSTRALIAN 
CONTENT IN NEW MEDIA

FEWER JOBS

HIGHER PRICED 

MEDICINES

WEAKEN OUR WORK TO 

ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE
OUTLAWING MORATORIUMS 

ON CSG MINING

CRIMINALISING INTERNET 
DOWNLOADING

Not very fair is it!
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As the Australian economy is only four per cent of the size of the U.S. 
economy we are in a weak bargaining position in the TPP negotiations. The 
Abbott government hopes to gain access to U.S. agricultural markets. But 
U.S. farmers are a powerful lobby group, and the U.S. Congress has recently 
passed legislation which would quarantine their farmers from any negative 
impacts arising from this trade deal. 

Australia has few remaining tariffs. They are mainly in strategic industries 
like the clothing and car industries. Complete removal of these tariffs would 
threaten thousands of jobs. The Australian Productivity Commission reports 
that 78,000 people work in the textile, clothing and footwear industry. Most 
of these workers are women of non-English speaking background. The car 
industry employs almost 54,000 people, mostly men over 35, with many 
from non-English speaking backgrounds. Many of these jobs are in regional  
areas.

OUR WEAK 
BARGAINING POSITION
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•	 The Canadian government is being sued by 
the company Lone Pine as a result of Quebec’s 
moratorium on gas fracking. All the Quebec 
government wanted to do was to determine if 
fracking can be conducted safely.

DEVIL IN THE DETAIL REVEALS A 
TROJAN HORSE

Investor State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) is the 
arch baddie in the TPP.  This part of the TPP is very 
dangerous, posing a serious threat to Australia’s 
sovereignty and democracy. ISDS clauses give  
multinational corporations the right to sue our 
government for damages if they believe their 
profits have been impacted. 

•	 The tobacco company Philip Morris is using 
ISDS clauses in an obscure Hong Kong-
Australia investment agreement to sue the 
Australian government for millions of dollars 
in damages “caused” by our plain packaging 
legislation. Our government has spent who-
knows-how-many millions of tax dollars 
fighting the company in an international 
court for the last four years.
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Shorten backs Abbott trade sell out

Bill Shorten and the Labor leadership have been 
gung-ho to give Abbott a blank cheque on 
this dangerous trade agreement. So much for 
Australia’s national interest.

If the TPP is secret how do you know what it 
will do ….

Thanks to Wikileaks for publishing leaked texts 
about this trade agreement. This information 
has revealed that the TPP covers everything 
from giving the USA  the right to put Australian 
Internet users under surveillance  to preventing 
governments implementing local procurement 
policies. 
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Medicines more expensive

Aid groups like Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), 
rely on affordable quality generic medicines to treat life-threatening 
diseases. The TPP would restrict access to these medicines, making life-
saving treatments unaffordable to millions.

In Australia, savings and access to medicines through the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme may be delayed. Patients will suffer so that huge 
pharmaceutical companies can extend their monopoly pricing and increase 
profits. 

For profit education

The quality of higher education might also suffer under the TPP, with similar 
trade agreements classifying education as a ‘service’ which can and should 
be profited from. We know that both state and federal governments share 
this view and are increasingly subsidising private, for-profit education 
institutions at the expense of public ones. Education should always be a 
public good.

The profit of these institutions may end up being protected by the TPP by 
guaranteeing corporations access to the Australian education ‘market’. It 
might also allow corporations to sue the government if, for example, laws 
are passed which protect students but hurt the profits of the corporation.  

TPP TARGETS YOU



While a few Labor MPs have spoken out the Labor leadership have been 
in lockstep with the Abbott government. During the first round of TPP 
negotiations held in Melbourne in 2010 the then Labor government signed 
an agreement making all TPP negotiating texts confidential. Since moving 
into opposition Labor have regularly backed the trade plans of the Abbott 
government, even backing the Korea- Australia Free Trade Agreement which 
contains ISDS clauses. 

Greens MPs will continue to speak out against the TPP in parliament. But it is 
quite clear that it is public opposition that will defeat this monster. 

Greens trade spokesperson Senator Peter Whish-Wilson has taken the 
growing voice of public concern with the TPP into the federal parliament. 
Over three years he has moved motions and called for all trade deals to 
be made public. Liberal, National and Labor MPs have voted together to 
block the release of this information. In March 2014 Senator Whish-Wilson 
introduced the Trade and Foreign Investment (Protecting the Public Interest) 
Bill 2014. This bill if passed would prevent Australia entering into any trade 
agreements that include Investor State Dispute Settlement provisions.
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GREENS OPPOSITION IN 
PARLIAMENT
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