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Australia is the only steel making nation that does
nothing to protect its blast furnaces from unfair
international competition.
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BlueScope is threatening to close NSW's last
remaining blast furnace. The loss of economic
activity could damage employment opportunities for
generations of Illawarra residents.
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The Greens are working with unions in the Illawarra
to force state and federal governments to ensure that
the steel in their infrastructure projects is at least 50%
Australian.
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Governments spend billions of dollars of taxpayers'
money on new railways, roads, schools, hospitals and
other facilities. In NSW, the Baird government has
plans for more than $80 billion of infrastructure, all
paid for by the community.
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Across the nation, people recognise the importance
of the steel industry to Australia's economic future
and want it supported against unfair international
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Governments should make sure that public money is
spent how the public wants it to be.
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Australia has already lost most of its manufacturing
industry. The nation and the region cannot afford to
lose any more.

Australia has already lost most of its manufacturing
industry. The nation and the region cannot afford to
lose any more.

The clean energy future will use a lot of steel. Making
it here is better for the environment, employment and
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Steel manufacture is a big emitter of greenhouse
gases that are affecting the climate. But it doesn't
matter where the steel is made, millions of tonnes of
carbon dioxide will be released each year.
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year, which is a tiny fraction of the total amount
mined in NSW. The vast majority of metallurgical coal
extracted in NSW is exported to China, Korea and
India.
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hydrogen made from sea water and large arrays of
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The Greens believe that the Illawarra can be a
world leader in low coal steel. Getting ahead of
the rest of the world would open up new markets
as industrialised nations look to cut their carbon
footprints.
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The Greens are demanding that state and federal
governments lock in the future of steel making using
infrastructure procurement policies. We are also
campaigning for government to begin to take up
ownership of the Port Kembla Steel Mill, so that jobs
can be secured and the plant can be transformed to
lead the low-coal steel revolution.
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The Australian Greens have initiated two
successful motions in federal Parliament calling
on the Coalition government to save the Port
Kembla steel industry.
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The Greens NSW have called for the Baird
government to take up part ownership of the
steel mill in return for financial support delivered
through requiring at least 50 percent of all steel
in publicly-funded infrastructure projects to
come from Australian blast furnaces.
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Please contact Senator Rhiannon’s office if you would
like to get involved with the campaign:
senator.rhiannon@aph.gov.au.
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