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FORCED AMALGAMATIONS ARE NOT
INEVITABLE.
THEY CAN BE STOPPED.
Across NSW communities and local councils
are campaigning to keep local government
local.
They are uniting against the government’s ‘Fit for the
Future’ forced amalgamation agenda under which
Premier Mike Baird has issued an ultimatum to
councils: amalgamate by November 18 – or else.

WHAT IS ‘FIT FOR THE FUTURE’?
Fit for the Future is the marketing name for the Baird
government’s push to super-size councils.
IPART was given the job of judging whether local councils
are ‘Fit’ or ‘Not Fit’ - with hopelessly biased terms of
reference set by the Baird Government.
When IPART handed down its report in late October it
found that of the 152 state-wide councils, 103 are ‘unfit’
to stand alone. This is despite the fact that the vast
majority were assessed as being financially ‘fit.’

DAVID SHOEBRIDGE
Having been a Greens Councillor for 8 years and holding the Local
Government portfolio for five years, I have seen firsthand how
important local government is the identity of suburbs, towns and
regions across the state.
Local government is an essential part of our democracy because it is in the
closest position to identify and respond to the needs of its community. Decisions
should be made at the level closest to the people they affect – not by super-sized
council bureaucracies.
At the heart of the ‘Fit for the Future’ plan is the removal of residents’ rights
to have a say in their community. The winners here, like with so much this
government does, are its corporate mates.
The Greens will continue to stand with local councils to strengthen local
democracy and keep local government genuinely local.

NO OBJECTIVE EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE ‘BIGGER IS BETTER’ APPROACH
A NSW Parliamentary Inquiry recently found:
• The Fit for the Future process was
flawed and recommended no forced
amalgamations.
• That IPART should never have conducted
assessments into the overall ‘fitness’
of local councils and recommended the
government to reject IPART’s findings.
• No evidence to support the government’s
assertion that amalgamations will
save residents money. In Victoria and
Queensland forced council mergers have
now pushed rates to up to 40% more than
in NSW.

Independent legal advice obtained by the
Greens has found that neither the Premier
nor the Minister for Local Government have
powers to sack or suspend councils or force
amalgamations.
This should give local communities and
councils added strength to stand up to the
bully-boy tactics of the Baird government and
keep local councils local.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
1

Write to your local council - let them know you want to keep your local
government local.

2

Contact the members of the cross-bench - ask them to make a commitment
not to vote for forced amalgamations or to give the Minister any additional
powers:
Robert Borsak and Robert Brown from the Shooters & Fishers: (02) 9230
2850 and robert.borsak@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Paul Green and Fred Nile from the Christian Democrats: (02) 9230 3484 and
paul.green@parliament.nsw.gov.au

3

Contact our office so we can send out a petition to you.
(02) 9230 3030
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