
HAVING A SAFE PLACE TO CALL 
HOME IS A BASIC NECESSITY
Having a safe place to call home is a basic necessity. Ten per 
cent of Australians - 850,000 households - are paying more than 
they can afford on either rent or a mortgage. On any given night 
over 105,000 Australians are homeless – up 17% since 2006. In 
NSW, an estimated 28,190 people are homeless – up 20.4% since 
2006. Under Tony Abbott’s leadership, more than 25 women’s 
refuges in NSW have lost government funding with their buildings 
being handed over to religious or other charities. 

ON HOUSING
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Australia is facing a housing affordability and homelessness crisis and 
things are getting worse. Since the 2010 election, neither of the major parties 
have addressed housing affordability or reduced homelessness. 

In 2014, the Liberal/National government slashed over half a billion dollars 
from programs designed to address Australia’s housing affordability crisis. 
Their cuts will mean that:

THE GREENS PLAN FOR AUSTRALIA’S HOUSING CRISIS

The Greens National Housing Roadmap is a comprehensive and costed plan 
to address Australia’s Housing Crisis.  The plan includes action to:

12,000 affordable rentals won’t be built because the Coalition government 
scrapped the National Rental Affordability Scheme. 

The savings scheme designed to help people save a deposit for their first 
home has been axed.

A pilot program designed to help seniors to downsize into more 
appropriate housing has been cancelled.

$44 million for new shelters and crisis accommodation facilities has also 
been cut. 

End homelessness by 2020 by doubling funding for services and building 
7,000 homes nationally for all rough sleepers as a matter of urgency. 

Build 122,000 new social housing homes over the next decade - enough 
to halve the waiting list in ten years and provide a home for more than 
250,000 Australians languishing on the waiting lists. 

Build 85,000 new affordable rentals over the next decade, benefiting more 
than 220,000 people, and reducing the pressure in the rental market.

Repowering Social Housing with solar panels, efficient appliances, 
insulation and training, to help tenants save energy and money.

Kickstart an Australian-made prefabricated housing industry to quickly, 
sustainably and cheaply build affordable homes - and boost local jobs 
and innovation, at the same time.

For more details of the Greens  
National Housing Roadmap: 
greens.org.au/housing. 
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