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The Greens will establish a new government authority, 
Renew Australia, to manage the massive transition 
in our energy system and the associated industry 
restructuring, workforce retraining and job creation. 
This plan will involve the closure of coal power plants 
so Australia can meet a 90 per cent renewable energy 
target by 2030. 

A $250 million Clean Energy Transition Fund will be 
established to assist coal workers and communities 
with the transition. A planned transition means workers 
have the job security to plan their future rather than 
being sacked or forced to take a redundancy payment 
with no future work prospects. The Greens are 
committed to making the clean energy transition an 
equitable one. 

The Greens support publicly owned energy 
infrastructure, particularly as we need to urgently 
respond to climate change and the public sector is best 
placed to achieve that. The federal government has the 
capacity to take on greater risk than the private sector 
in financing such projects. 
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The coal industry is shrinking. People are losing their 
jobs. Many people are leaving the Hunter. We need 
a planned transition away from coal fired power and 
coal mining. Let’s ensure that the people and the 
environment benefit from this change.

THE HUNTER CAN BECOME
A RENEWABLE ENERGY LEADER

A CLEAN, PROSPEROUS FUTURE 
FOR THE HUNTER
To plan for the shift from coal to renewable energy 
we need to have all levels of government working 
together with industry and our local education 
facilities. 

The coal industry has made a massive contribution 
to the development of our region and the national 
economy. But we now know the dangers associated 
with coal and that we can shift to clean energy. 

Much of the Hunter economy is built around coal. 
This is starting to change but we need to have a 
planned transition to maximise jobs growth and 
ensure this region leads the nation in the renewable 
energy economy. It is estimated that within 20 years 
very little of the coal industry will be left. That could 
mean mass unemployment in the Hunter. 

Coal is bad for the health of workers in the 
industry and residents. Mining, burning and 
transporting coal is the highest contributor to 
particle pollution in the Hunter. It is a known 
carcinogen and leading cause of asthma, 
bronchitis and cardiovascular disease.

Coal is one of the major causes of climate 
change. 80 per cent of greenhouse gas 
emissions in NSW come from the burning 
and mining of coal. Coal mining is bad for the 
environment. 

The ever increasing expansion of open cut coal 
mines is ruining many small villages, destroying 
farms and the wellbeing of thousands of 
residents in the Hunter. 

Coal mining seriously threatens other 
important industries like the wine industry, 
horse studs and tourism.

The world market for coal is rapidly declining 
as more and more markets are turning to better 
sources of energy. Coal prices are falling and 
that means less money from exports.

We know that Australia is rapidly turning to renewable 
energy sources. Coal used to be cheaper than 
renewables. That is not true any longer.

The Hunter has great potential sources of renewable 
energy – solar, wind, biomass and others.

More importantly, the renewable revolution requires a 
whole lot of skilled industries to develop, build, install 
and maintain the renewable energy infrastructure. 
This will bring tens of thousands of sustainable jobs. 

• Employment in mining is rapidly decreasing, 
partly due to falling commodity prices. Prices have 
fallen by 70 per cent since 2009. Also increased 
mechanisation requires fewer workers.

• Unlike in the coal industry employment in renewable 
energy related industries is rapidly increasing. 

• Unlike in the coal industry renewables are dispersed 
and so is production of renewable energy, thus 
providing more local jobs in regional and rural areas.

DID YOU KNOW?

THE GREENS SEVEN POINT PLAN: 
Plan a gradual phasing out of old coal fired 
power stations and associated coal mines. 
This will require strong alliances with unions 
to develop retraining and job restructuring.

Work to end the export of coal and open 
Newcastle Port to expanded diverse export 
industries to boost our overseas trade in 
wind and solar energy hardware. 

Create the Hunter as the hub of renewable 
energy research by allocating increased 
funding for the University of Newcastle, the 
CSIRO Newcastle Solar Energy Centre and 
local Arena projects.

Support the expansion of TAFE to train a 
skilled workforce.

Support income maintenance for 
workers in the fossil fuel industry as their 
workplaces scale down and close. 
Support new industries in energy delivery, 
manufacturing, education, and tourism.

Legislate to require all levels of 
government to purchase their needs from 
local sources first and encourage private 
industry to buy locally as a first resort.
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Above: Senator Lee Rhiannonon tour at Jemalong Solar Facility 
in Western NSW

WHAT’S WRONG WITH 
THINGS AS THEY ARE?
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THE HUNTER HAS 
WHAT IT TAKES!

Above: Greens senator Lee Rhiannon and senate candidate Michael 
Osborne at a rooftop solar farm in Newcastle. 

We need a planned transition away from 
coal fired power and coal mining. 

Above: Greens Senate candidate Michael Osborne visiting the 
Boco Rock Windfarm.


