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COALITION, LABOR 
DECEPTION

Successive Coalition and Labor ministers 
have mastered the appearance of doing 
something on Sydney Airport problems 
by issuing reports and announcing new 
processes. Over two decades this deception 
has not addressed the major issues of 
aircraft noise, air pollution and public safety 
at Sydney Airport.

Anthony Albanese was Minister for Transport 
and Infrastructure for six years. In that time he 
made decisions on Sydney Airport that will 
result in increasing noise pollution suffered by 
locals in his own electorate and surrounding 
suburbs. 

In 2009 he approved Sydney Airport’s Master 
Plan which will allow the air traffic to grow by 
60 percent (from 265,700 aircraft movements 
a year to 427,400 by 2029). 

Now Coalition and Labor MPs are misleading 
the people of Western Sydney over the 
proposed Badgerys Creek Airport. Prime 
Minister Tony Abbott’s claims that the project 
will create 60,000 jobs are baseless. 

The Joint Study on Aviation Capacity in 2012 
put jobs growth closer to 10,000 additional 
jobs by 2040 (i.e. over 25 years or more). The 
deception about what this proposed airport 
would deliver is very much linked to the 
battle over who wins federal seats in Western 
Sydney. 
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 GREENS VISION 

MEETING THE NEEDS OF 
RESIDENTS AND VISITORS 

COMBINING AIR TRAVEL WITH 
HIGH SPEED RAIL

SITE RELOCATION TO ADDRESS 
POLLUTION AND SAFETY 
CONCERNS

Overseas airport developments in Norway, Greece 
and Hong Kong demonstrate that the vision of 
airport relocation can be achieved. Governments in 
these countries have shifted their inner city airports, 
surrounded by dense residential populations, to new 
sites further from the city centre.

• In 1998 a new airport was built at Gardermoen, 48 
km out of Oslo, with six trains an hour travelling at 
210 kph connecting the airport with the city centre. 
On the day the new airport opened, the old airport 
was closed.

• In Athens a new airport was built 20 km outside 
the city in 2001. When the new airport opened, the 
old Ellinikon International Airport was closed. The 
airport land was initially used for Olympic venues 
and is now a new Athens suburb.

• Chek Lap Kok Airport was built in 1998 to replace 
Hong Kong’s original, Kai Tak Airport. Issues to do 
with severe noise pollution and safety concerns 
drove the relocation decision. 
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GREENS AIRPORT RELOCATION PLAN - GOOD FOR JOBS, ENVIRONMENT, AND THE ECONOMY
The Greens airport relocation plan would 
increase job numbers, boost the economy 
and help drive essential urban revitalisation.
International cities like Sydney need world class travel 
facilities. This means a major airport integrated with 
High Speed Rail. 

This visionary approach would also free up the 907 
hectares of the current airport site for adaptive 
reuse, creating jobs and boosting the economy in 
environmentally sustainable ways. 

The relocation of the airport is necessary because the 
noise and air pollution and crash risks associated with 
Sydney Airport are substantial, and will become far 
worse as air traffic increases in the future. (A second 
airport, whether at Badgerys Creek or anywhere else, 
will not prevent this.)

The Greens are calling on Labor and the Coalition to 
drop their short-term point scoring on airports and 
start infrastructure planning for 21st century travel. 
Major projects need long-term planning.

Jamie Parker, Adam Bandt, and Lee Rhiannon under the inner west flight path.

The relocated airport would be connected by High 
Speed Rail services to Sydney and other major centres. 
Existing rail services would also be upgraded and 
expanded and flight paths designated to avoid built-
up areas.

Many European airports have built full HSR integration 
into their operations, including Paris, Lyon, Frankfurt, 
Dusseldorf, Cologne, and Amsterdam.  

Also a High Speed Rail network connecting Sydney 
to Melbourne, Canberra and Brisbane and regional 
centres with prices and travel times competitive with 
flying would provide more travel options.

The state and federal governments should allocate 
the resources to start work on finding a new airport 
site outside the Sydney Basin airshed. The process 
should be built on thorough public consultation and 
involve comprehensive scientific, economic and social 
assessments.

Determining the site of the relocated airport would 
need to be done in association with planning for High 
Speed Rail and upgrades to existing regional train 
networks. The location must be within a reasonable 
land travel time, say 50 minutes, from the Sydney CBD; 
and within reasonable travel time and cost for airport 
workers and budget travelers.  

The Greens will work to ensure any airport servicing 
the Sydney region is brought back into public 
ownership. Neither the land nor the right to operate 
any airport in the Sydney region should be privatised. 

Considering the long lead time needed for this major 
infrastructure project current operating standards at 
Sydney Airport will need to be upgraded. Fares for 
passengers using airport railway stations should be 
consistent with those on the remainder of the Sydney 
railway network. The Greens support maintaining:

• existing caps on aircraft movements,

• the current curfew, and

• restrictions on aircraft movements during the 
‘shoulder’ period*. 

* The ‘shoulder’ period is the hour after and the hour before the 11 pm to 6 am 
curfew.

HIGH SPEED RAIL GREENS VISION FOR A RELOCATED AIRPORT 

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP

WHILE WE ARE WAITING 

The current 907-hectare airport site adjacent to Port 
Botany could be successfully redeveloped into a 
mixed-use residential and employment precinct, with 
extensive green space. A network of neighbourhoods 
could become a showcase for how cities can expand 
while minimising their environmental impact. 

The former Oslo airport site at Fornebu is being 
redeveloped as an information technology hub, 
set amongst residential, industrial and recreational 
precincts. The project is being developed according to 
a General Environmental Program that puts issues of 
waste reduction, energy use and transport options on 
par with economic considerations. 

Similar plans could be used to redevelop the airport 
site on the shores of Botany Bay. This precinct could 
become Australia’s first large scale urban development 
to use 100 percent renewable energy and open 
stormwater management to restore local creeks and 
wetlands. 

FUTURE OF CURRENT AIRPORT SITE 


