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HUMAN RIGHTS

This publication “Australian Greens for Palestine” was launched on Nakba Day that marks 
the mass forced displacement of 750,000 Palestinians before and following Israel's 1948 
creation.

Cover photo: Greens Senator Lee Rhiannon on a visit to Gaza in 2013, meeting Palestinians 
who have been assisted by Australian aid funds, distributed by Union Aid Abroad 
(APHEDA) for capacity building projects. 
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Lee under the oversized key and keyhole that mark the entrance to the Aida 
Palestinian refugee camp, north of Bethlehem, established in 1950. The key is a 
symbol for the right of Palestinians to return to their homes.
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Dear Friend,

We all have a role to play in standing up for the rights of Palestinians.

The Australian Greens have long worked inside and outside 
parliament to oppose Israel’s illegal occupation of the Palestinian 
territories, beginning with the election of Jo Vallentine in 1990.

The Greens understand that justice for Palestinians is critical to 
achieving lasting peace in the region for Israelis and Palestinians.

As a Greens Senator I work with communities in Australia and 
worldwide to pressure the Israeli government to end their apartheid 
policies towards Palestinians, and to promote human rights in the 
region.

My personal connection to this issue began with my mother, who 
visited Palestine in the 1960s and met many Palestinians who had 
been forcibly displaced by the Israeli military. 

She told me about meeting men and women who carried great 
sadness with them, people who had been forced to leave behind 
their olive groves, their animals, their land and their homes.  

One of the men showed my mother a set of house keys. He pointed 
far into the distance to the home he had not entered since 1948.

As a young girl growing up in Australia, I remember being deeply 
shocked. It was almost impossible for me to imagine being forced 
out of my home and never being able to return.

When I visited Palestine last year I encountered the same sadness 
my mother did. But I also found a fierce determination and hope for 
peace in the many Palestinians I met.

It is the passion and dedication of Palestinian, Israeli and other peace 
activists that continues to inspire my work and the work of the 
Greens on this issue.

We hope you find this booklet informative and useful.

In peace, 

Lee Rhiannon 

Greens NSW Senator

INTRODUCTION BY 
SENATOR LEE RHIANNON
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ا أيها األصدقاء األعزاء

  يعمل حزب الخرض يف أسرتاليا ومنذ وقت طويل يف معارضة االحتالل غري الرشعي لألرايض الفلسطينية، بدءأً من
انتخاب جو فالنتتاين عام 1990 كسناتور من حزب الخرض

 أنا أعمل كسناتورة من حزب الخرض مع الجاليات يف أسرتاليا، ويف العامل، مطالبة إرسائيل بإنهاء

سياسات الفصل العنرصي تجاه الفلسطينيني، ولدعم حقوق اإلنسان يف املنطقة.

 بدأت صلتي الشخصية بهذه القضية مع والديت، التي زارت فلسطني يف الستينيات وقابلت العديد من الفلسطينيني
الذين أجربهم الجيش اإلرسائييل عىل النزوح بالقوة

 قالت يل عن اجتامعها برجال ونساء يحملون حزناً كبرياً يف قلوبهم – العديد منهم كانوا قد أجربوا عىل ترك كروم
الزيتون وحيواناتهم وأرضهم وبيوتهم خلفهم

 عرض أحد الرجال ألمي مجموعة من مفاتيح بيت. أشار إىل مكان بعيد حيث يوجد البيت الذي مل يدخله منذ عام
1948.

 كفتاة شابة نشأت يف أسرتاليا، أذكر بأنني صدمت بعمق. كان تقريباً من املستحيل عيّل أن أتخيل إجباري عىل ترك
بيتي بالقوة وأن ال أكون قادرة عىل العودة إليه نهائياً

 عندما زرت فلسطني يف العام املايض، واجهت نفس الحزن الذي واجهته أمي. ولكن وجدت أيضاً إرادة صارمة وأمالً
بالسالم عند العديد من الفلسطينيني الذين قابلتهم

 إنها هذه العاطفة وهذا اإلخالص عند الفلسطينيني واإلرسائيليني ونشطاء السالم اآلخرين هو ما يلهم عميل وعمل
الخرض يف هذه القضية

نتمنى أن يكون هذا الكتيّب مصدر معلومات ومفيداً

يل ريانون

سناتورة حزب الخرض عن والية نيو ساوث ويلز

مقدمة من قبل السيناتور يل ريانون

.

.

.

.

.

.
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Sections of the ‘separation barrier’ in Palestine. When it is completed, this wall 
will be around 700 kilometres long. 90 per cent of the barrier will be a fence with 
vehicle trenches and an exclusion area of around 60 metres. The other 10 per 
cent, largely in urban areas, is an 8 metre high concrete wall.
Image By Peter Mulligan (Flickr profile: http://bit.ly/1n0ZQ94)  Copyright Peter Mulligan.
License: creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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Former Australian Greens Senator Kerry Nettle became the first Greens MP 
to visit Palestine, in 2004. She met with many Palestinians, particularly in East 
Jerusalem, whose houses had been demolished by the Israeli military driving 
people from their homes. The advocacy group ICAHD (Israeli Committee Against 
House Demolitions) estimates that over 27,000 Palestinian homes have been 
demolished in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1967. Over 94 per cent 
of Palestinian permit applications are denied, compounding the problem.
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THE AUSTRALIAN GREENS: 
ACTIVE FOR PALESTINE

The Australian Greens have been 
a voice for the Palestinian people 
in the federal parliament since 
1990, with the election of Jo 
Vallentine as a Greens Senator for 
Western Australia. 

Greens MPs and public 
representatives across 
Australia have taken an active 
role promoting the rights of 
Palestinians in federal and state 
parliaments, local government 
areas and local communities 
across Australia.

At a state level, Greens MPs 
have been instrumental in 
establishing Parliamentary 

“Surely the tragedy of Palestine should be our guide: 50 
years of violence are no closer to bringing peace; 50 years of 
political, financial and military resources have not brought 
the Israelis the security that they desire. Only justice can do 
that and only a commitment to equality, the elimination of 
poverty and a free pursuit of self-determination.” 

Former Australian Greens Senator Kerry Nettle, 26 March 2003

Friends of Palestine Groups. 
These groups, which have co-
convenors from different political 
parties, help bring Palestinian 
voices into the key legislative 
bodies in the country. They also 
help build cross-party support 
for the Palestinian people.

Greens MPs and party members 
are involved in Palestinian 
solidarity organisations and 
take a leading role in educating 
their local communities about 
the situation in the Middle East 
and how Australians can make a 
contribution towards peace with 
justice.  
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Greens Senator Lee Rhiannon, Greens 
MP David Shoebridge, Head of the 
General Delegation of Palestine to 
Australia and New Zealand Izzat 
Abdul-Hadi and other guests at an 
event in the NSW Parliament to give 
NSW Parliamentarians the opportunity 
to hear Palestinian voices address the 
issue of Palestinian Nationhood. 22 
September 2011.

Victorian Greens MP Colleen Hartland 
(centre, with glasses) with Palestinian 
firefighters and other participants in 
the January-February 2012 APHEDA 
(Union Aid Abroad) Study Tour to the 
Middle East. The firefighters told the 
group of being trapped during the 
Second Intifada while Nablus was 
bombed around them by the Israeli 
military.

(Above) (Below)
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15 June 2006 - Senator Kerry Nettle asks the Minister for Foreign Affairs why 
Australia does not recognise Palestine as a state.

2 April 2006 - Senator Kerry Nettle helps launch solidarity organisation the Coalition 
for Justice and Peace in Palestine.

18 November 2005 - Senator Kerry Nettle raises the issue of the right of Palestinians 
to resist the Israeli Occupation.

5 January 2005 - Senator Bob Brown and Victorian MP Colleen Hartland call for the 
Australian government to condemn Israel’s continued military incursion into Gaza.

11 November 2004 - Senator Kerry Nettle offers condolences on behalf of the 
Australian Greens on the death of Yasser Arafat.

31 March 2004 - Senator Kerry Nettle publishes an opinion piece referring to the 
need for peace between Israel and Palestine.

24 March 2004 - Senator Kerry Nettle moves a motion in federal parliament 
condemning political assassinations by the Israeli government and the continuing 
violent oppression of Palestinian people.

29 October 2003 - Senator Kerry Nettle speaks in federal parliament about Sydney 
Peace Prize Winner Dr Hanan Ashwari.

11 December 2002 - Senator Dee Margetts speaks about the need for peace 
between Palestine and Israel in the WA state parliament

14 November 2002 - WA MP Giz Watson criticises U.S and Israeli policies towards 
Palestine.

13 November 1995 - Senator Dee Margetts offers condolences on the passing of 
Yitzhak Rabin, noting he supported the need for Palestinian self-determination

7 Mar 1991 - Senator Jo Vallentine talks about Palestinian refugees in federal 
Parliament.

22 Jan 1991 - Senator Jo Vallentine moves a motion in federal parliament about 
Australia’s military ties with the US and Israel.

4 Dec 1990 - Senator Jo Vallentine speaks in federal parliament about the US 
protecting Israel in the United Nations.
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25 September 2011 - Senator Bob Brown publicly calls for Australia to recognise 
Palestinian statehood.

23 September 2011 - NSW MP David Shoebridge hosts the head of the General 
Delegation of Palestine to Australia and New Zealand in NSW parliament house to 
discuss the Palestinian statehood bid in the UN. 

18 August 2011 - Victorian MP Greg Barber speaks in favour of a two-state solution 
in the Victorian Parliament.

14 June 2011 - NSW MPs David Shoebridge and John Kaye host a farewell in NSW 
parliament for participants of the second Freedom Flotilla.

8 April 2011 - Senators Bob Brown and Scott Ludlam publicly call for an embargo on 
the sale of Australian weapons to Israel. 

July - August 2010 - NSW MP Sylvia Hale visits the West Bank and Gaza

1 June 2010 - NSW MPs Sylvia Hale, Ian Cohen & Lee Rhiannon speak in state 
parliament about the attacks on the Gaza Freedom Flotilla that killed nine people. 
Bob Brown speaks publicly about the same event.

22 June 2009 - Senator Sarah Hanson-Young moves a motion in federal parliament 
calling for a halt to Israeli settlement activity.

4 February 2009 - Senator Sarah Hanson-Young calls for increased funding for 
UNRWA to support Palestinian refugees in Gaza. 

15 May 2008 - Senator Kerry Nettle speaks in federal parliament recognising the 
60th anniversary of Al Nakba. 

18 June 2007 - Senator Kerry Nettle calls for Israeli armed forces to exit the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories.

3 June 2007 - Senator Kerry Nettle speaks on Palestine in the Juanita Nielsen 
Memorial Lecture

26 March 2007 - Senator Kerry Nettle offers condolences on the death of Israeli 
linguist and peace advocate Tanya Reinhardt.

January 2007 – Senator Kerry Nettle visits Palestine, including the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

11 October 2006 - WA MP Giz Watson speaks at the West Australian launch of My 
Israel Question, by Antony Loewenstein. 

“No child should ever be used as a weapon of war, nor should 
they be subjected to violence and forced to flee their homes 
in fear.” 

Greens SA Senator Sarah Hanson-Young 7 January 2009.

12 September 2006 - Senator Kerry Nettle moves a motion in federal parliament 
calling for Israel to release of Palestinian politicians from detention.

6 July 2006 - Senator Kerry Nettle attends pro Palestine rally in Sydney.

March 2010 – Australian Greens National Council passes motion calling on the 
Australian government to halt military cooperation and military trade with 
Israel and the removal of existing Israeli settlers and Israeli security and military 
forces from the Palestinian territories.
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Greens NSW MP David Shoebridge with former Greens MP 
Sylvia Hale, Michael Coleman from the Gaza’s Ark Project 
and Vivienne Porzsolt from Jews Against the Occupation, 
14 June 2011. David hosted this event in NSW Parliament to 
farewell these Australian participants of the Gaza Freedom 
Flotilla 2011 who sailed from Europe towards Gaza to raise 
awareness of Israel’s continuing blockade.

Josh Coy and Osman Faruqi were 
some of the Greens members who 
converged on Sydney Town Hall 
on 23 November 2013 to support 
the people of Gaza, under constant 
blockade by the Israeli military. The 
Greens condemn all acts of violence, 
regarding the complete military 
blockade of Gaza by Israel as an 
aggressive act which has crippled the 
Gazan economy and driven millions of 
Palestinian people into poverty.     

South African anti-apartheid activist Karel Solomon 
presents the then Greens Mayor of Marrickville Fiona 
Byrne with a letter of support from Nobel Prize Laureate 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. The well-respected human 
rights activist praised Mayor Byrne and other Marrickville 
Councillors for their brave work promoting the human 
rights of Palestinians.

(Above)

(Below)



14 THE AUSTRALIAN GREENS FOR PALESTINE

26 February 2013 - Senator Lee Rhiannon speaks in federal parliament about the 
importance of aid projects in Palestine.

27 November 2012 - Senator Christine Milne introduces a motion in federal 
parliament calling on Australia to support the Palestinian bid for statehood. 

27 November 2012 - NSW MP David Shoebridge hosts a parliamentary lunch with 
Shawan Jabarin, the director of independent Palestinian human rights organisation 
Al Haq.

30 October 2012 - Senator Lee Rhiannon speaks in federal parliament about house 
demolitions in the West Bank.

10 October 2012 - Senator Penny Wright mentions a Palestinian asylum seeker in a 
speech regarding Manus Island.

28 March 2012 - NSW MP David Shoebridge hosts screening of the film “Kingdom of 
Women: Ain el-Hilweh” in the NSW parliament. 

“[The Greens] call for not only a ceasefire but also an end to 
the blockade on Gaza. It is quite clear that Israel is a major 
military force, and Gaza is a community with a broken 
economy and restrictions on freedom of movement and 
goods.” 

Australian Greens Leader Senator Christine Milne, 21 November 2012

25 March 2014 - Senator Christine Milne introduces a motion into federal parliament 
recognising 2014 as the United Nations Year of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.

29 August 2013 - NSW MP David Shoebridge hosts a talk by Vivienne Porszolt from 
Jews Against the Occupation on her visit to the West Bank

January 2012 – Victorian MP Colleen Hartland visits Palestine, including Gaza and 
Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon.
7 February 2012 - Senator Bob Brown calls for Australia to support Palestinian 
sites being awarded World Heritage status following the admission of Palestine to 
UNESCO.

December 2011 – The Greens NSW pass a motion that includes recognising that the 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions campaign is a legitimate non-violent political 
tactic seeking to alter the policies and actions of the government of Israel.

September 18, 2013 -  MPs David Shoebridge, Mehreen Faruqi and John Kaye 
attended a lunch with Jewish peace activitist Jeff Halper in state parliament. 
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Australian Greens Senator Scott Ludlam spoke at a rally organised by the Friends 
of Palestine WA in early June 2010. The event was in response to an Israeli 
military attack on six international ships, murdering nine people and injuring 
many more. The Gaza Freedom Flotilla was carrying humanitarian supplies 
and construction materials, intending to break the Israeli blockade of Gaza. 
International outcry over the incident forced Israel to temporarily ease some of 
the more severe restrictions imposed by their total military blockade of Gaza. 
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تم مترير عدد من القرارات من 
قبل حزب الخرض األسرتايل حول 

النزاع العريب/اإلرسائييل. كان أحدثها 
يف آذار/مارس 2010، وقد شكلت 

العمود الفقري ملواقف حزب الخرض 
األسرتايل من القضية.

يف الصميم يوجد دعم الخرض 
لحقوق كل من الفلسطينيني 

واإلرسائيليني يف العيش بسالم وأمن. 
نحن نعارض بشدة استمرار االحتالل 

اإلرسائييل لألرايض الفلسطينية 
ونعرتف باملظامل التاريخية واملستمرة 

التي عاىن منها الفلسطينيون.

يدعو حزب الخرض األسرتايل إىل:

• االنسحاب الفوري للجيش 
اإلرسائييل من األرايض الفلسطينية 

املحتلة.
• اإلزالة الفورية لجدار الفصل.

• التجميد الفوري لنشاط 
املستوطنات والبدء برتحيل 

املستوطنني اإلرسائيليني عن األرض 
الفلسطينية.

• اإلنهاء الفوري لكل أشكال العنف 
ضد املدنيني.

لتسهيل الوصول إىل هذه النهاية 
للنزاع، يؤمن حزب الخرض األسرتايل 

بأنه يجب عىل كل األطراف أن 
تحرتم قرارات األمم املتحدة وتخضع 
لها وأن تدعم إنشاء مفوضية دولية 

محمية من قبل األمم املتحدة مع 
دعم من قبل قوة دولية لحفظ 

السالم.

نحن نؤمن بأنها يك تستمر، ستتطلب 
عملية السالم تدخل املنظامت 

النسائية الفلسطينية واإلرسائيلية 
وقطاعات املجتمع املدين األخرى، 
وبرامج تطوير إلعادة بناء البنية 
التحتية واملؤسسات الفلسطينية، 

وتضامناً أممياً، وعملية مشرتكة 
للتعايف مبنية عىل مبادئ الصدق، 

ومفوضية صلح. 

حزب الخرض األسرتايل

نعمل من أجل الحقوق الفلسطينية

“يدعو حزب الخرض األسرتايل إىل االنسحاب 
الفوري وغري املرشوط للجيش اإلرسائييل 

من كل املدن والبلدات ومخيامت الالجئني 
واملناطق املحيطة بها وطرق النقل الفلسطينية، 

مام يسمح بحرية الحركة للفلسطينيني ضمن 
الضفة الغربية وقطاع غزة”.
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FORMAL GREENS POSITIONS 
ON PALESTINE

The Australian Greens have 
passed a number of resolutions 
on the Israel/Palestine conflict. 
The most recent was in March 
2010, forming the backbone 
for Australian Greens policy 
positions on the issue. 

At the core is the Greens’ support 
for the rights of both Palestinians 
and Israelis to live in peace and 
security. We strongly oppose 
Israel’s ongoing occupation 
of the Palestinian territories 
and recognise the historic and 
ongoing injustices suffered by 
Palestinians. 

The Australian Greens call for: 

The immediate withdrawal 
of the Israeli military from 
occupied Palestinian territories.

The immediate dismantling of 
the seraration barrier and wall.

The immediate freezing of all 
settlement activity and starting 
the  removal of all Israeli settlers 
from Palestinian land.

The immediate end to all 
violence against civilian 
populations.

To facilitate this end to the 
conflict, the Australian Greens 
believe all sides must respect 
and abide by UN resolutions 
and support the establishment 
of a UN-auspiced international 
commission with the support of 
an international peace-keeping 
force.

We believe that to be lasting, 
this peace process will 
require the involvement of 
Palestinian and Israeli women’s 
organisations and other sections 
of civil society, development 
programs to rebuild Palestinian 
infrastructure and institutions, 
international solidarity, and a 
joint healing process based on 
the principles of a truth and 
reconciliation commission.

Resolution of the Australian Greens, 
Section 3.2, March 2010. To read the 
full detail of the Australian Greens’ 
resolution on Israel/Palestine, please 
visit: archive.greens.org.au/system/
files/private/Israel_Palestine_1.pdf

“The Australian Greens call for the immediate and 
unconditional withdrawal of the Israeli military from all 
Palestinian cities, towns, refugee camps, surrounding areas 
and transport routes, allowing freedom of movement of 
Palestinians within the West Bank and Gaza.” 
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الروابط العسكرية األسرتالية مع إرسائيل

وافق املجلس الوطني لحزب الخرض األسرتايل يف آذار/مارس 2010 عىل قرار خاص يدعو 
الحكومة األسرتالية إىل “إيقاف التعاون العسكري واملبادلة العسكرية مع إرسائيل”.

تم توجيه هذه الدعوة القوية بسبب “استمرار تجاهل إرسائيل لدعوات التوقف عن توسيع 
املستوطنات يف األرايض املحتلة، ومن ضمنها القدس الرشقية”.

يف حزيران/يونيو 2010 دعا السناتور عن والية غرب أسرتاليا سكوت لودالم علناً لحظر سالح 
أسرتايل ضد إرسائيل، وهذا ما كرره السناتور بوب براون يف نيسان/أبريل 2011.

يف 30 ترشين األول/أكتوبر 2012، ألقت السناتورة يل ريانون خطاباً قوياً يف الربملان الفدرايل، 
قائلة “الجيش اإلرسائييل، الذي لنا معه روابطاً منتينة، هو املدّمر للمباين والبنية التحتية 

الفلسطينية يف القطاعني العام والخاص.

“إن تدمري الجيش اإلرسائييل ملشاريع املساعدة غادر – هذه االعتداءات ال تجلب فقط الشّدة 
واملعاناة وغالباً املوت للفلسطينيني بل إنها تجعل تسويق معدات الجيش اإلرسائييل أسهل، 

حيث يتم الرتويج لها عىل أنها قد تم اختبارها يف املعارك،” هي قالت.

Australian Greens Senator Lee 
Rhiannon and NSW Labor MP 

Lynda Voltz speaking to thousands 
of people at Sydney Town Hall in 

November 2012. The event was 
organised following another large-

scale Israeli military invasion of 
Gaza. Over the eight days of conflict 
between the Israeli military machine 

and Palestinian militants, the Israeli 
military killed over 50 Palestinian 

civilians, injured hundreds more and 
displaced many families. Six Israeli 

citizens were killed in rocket strikes 
from Gaza.
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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY 
TIES WITH ISRAEL

The Australian Greens National 
Council in March 2010 passed a 
special resolution which called 
for the Australian government 
to “halt military cooperation and 
military trade with Israel.”

This strong call was made in 
relation to the “continuing 
disregard by Israel of calls to halt 
settlement expansion on the 
occupied territories, including 
East Jerusalem.”

In June 2010 Western Australian 
Senator Scott Ludlam publicly 
called for an Australian arms 
embargo against Israel, which 
Senator Bob Brown reiterated in 
April 2011. 

On 30 October 2012, Senator Lee 
Rhiannon delivered a powerful 
speech in federal Parliament, 
saying “the Israeli military, with 

While in the West Bank in 2013 Lee 
Rhiannon met with Breaking the 
Silence, an organisation of former 
Israeli soldiers who have now 
become peace activists. They collect 
testimonies from Israeli soldiers who 
have served in the West Bank, Gaza 
and East Jerusalem, hold public 
events, and run tours in Hebron. 
Here Lee is in the village of Susiya, 
where Australian funded aid projects 
have been damaged by the Israeli 
colonisers. Note the Israeli soldier with 
a machine gun.

which we have increasingly close 
ties, is a destroyer of public and 
private Palestinian buildings and 
infrastructure. 

“The Israeli military destruction 
of aid projects is insidious—
these attacks not only bring 
hardship, suffering and often 
death to Palestinians but also 
make Israeli military hardware 
more marketable, as it is 
promoted as battle tested,” she 
said.
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The Israeli Jewish-residents-only “settlement” of Har Homa on the hillside 
overlooking the Palestinian city of Bethlehem, established in around 1996 on 
what was previously Palestinian agricultural land. The activity of illegal Israeli 
settlements and settlers - or, more accurately, colonies and colonists - is driving 
Palestinians into increasingly crowded urban centres. Palestinian buildings can 
be identified by the black rainwater water tanks on the roofs. The illegal Israeli 
colonies obtain water by drilling into the aquifers beneath Palestinian land, 
water which most Palestinians are denied access to.



THE AUSTRALIAN GREENS FOR PALESTINE 21

A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

The modern-day conflict 
between Israel and Palestine 
extends to the creation of Israel 
in 1948, when over 700,000 
Palestinians fled or were expelled 
from their homes. They became 
refugees in traditional Palestinian 
homelands of Gaza or the West 
Bank, administered by Egypt and 
Jordan respectively, or further 
afield in Lebanon, Syria and other 
nations. Palestinians refer to this 
period as Al Nakba, (literally: the 
Catastrophe/Disaster/Cataclysm) 
which is commemorated 
annually on 15 May.   

Another key period is the Six 
Day War (or Third Arab—Israeli 
War), 5-10 June 1967, between 
Israel and Egypt (then the 
United Arab Republic), Jordan 
& Syria. It commenced when 
Israel launched strikes against 
Egyptian airfields in response to 
Egyptian military mobilisation 
along the border. At the end of 
the six days, Israel had occupied 
the West Bank, Gaza, the Sinai 
Peninsula area of Egypt and the 
Golan Heights area of Syria. Over 
300,000 Palestinians fled the 
West Bank and became refugees, 
predominantly in Jordan. 

On 22 November 1967, the 
United Nations Security Council 
passed resolution 242, which set 
out a “land for peace” formula 
calling on Israel to withdraw 

from all occupied territories, and 
recognising the rights of “every 
state in the area to live in peace 
within secure and recognised 
boundaries free from threats or 
acts of force.”

The Sinai was returned to Egypt 
in 1978, following the Camp 
David Accords. Israel withdrew 
from Gaza in 2005, though still 
maintains a military blockade 
of the area. Both the West Bank 
and the Golan Heights remain 
under military occupation by 
Israel to this day, contravening 
international law.
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ROADBLOCKS TO PEACE

The Illegal Settlements
The Israeli government has 
operated a formal policy of 
evictions, home demolitions 
and land-grabs since 1967. 
Today there are over 350,000 
Israeli colonists living in what are 
referred to by international law 
as “settlements” across the West 
Bank. The number of colonisers 
on Palestinian land has more 
than tripled since the Oslo Peace 
process began. These colonies 
breach UN Security Council 
Resolution 465, which calls for 
their dismantling, yet a number 
of them are the size of cities. 
The Israeli-only roads, farming 
land and universities push 
Palestinians off their land, out 
of their homes and into isolated 
and increasingly impoverished 
urban centres. With their 
own livelihoods gone, many 
Palestinians have little option 
but to take low-paying jobs, like 
in manufacturing or agriculture, 
servicing the lifestyles of their 
colonisers.    

Gaza 
The Israeli government removed 
its military and the colonies 
from Gaza in 2005, following 
the Second Intifada. However, 
Israel is still regarded as an 
occupying force by the UN and 
other international organisations, 
because Israel controls the 
movement of people in or out of 

Gaza by land, air or by sea and 
monitors the often closed border 
that Gaza has with Egypt. The 
Israeli blockade, extreme trade 
restrictions, and two large-scale 
military incursions in 2008/9 and 
2012 have crippled the economy 
of Gaza and left its people 
impoverished. The water table 
beneath Gaza has cracked and 
now sea-water and sewerage 
pollute the local water supply. 
Around 1.1 million of Gaza’s 1.7 
million people are Palestinian 
refugees from 1948, 1967 or 
other conflicts. Over 80 per cent 
of the population require daily 
assistance from the UN or other 
international organisations to 
survive.

The Separation Wall
In 2000 the Israeli government 
began constructing a barrier 
along and within the West Bank, 
which in urban areas is an eight 
metre high concrete wall. Only 
20 per cent of the Wall is on the 
UN mandated 1967 Green Line 
and on completion the Wall will 
completely annex and isolate 
around 8.5 per cent of the West 
Bank. The Wall annexes illegal 
colonies, aquifers, agricultural 
land and completely encircles 
Palestinian towns like Bethlehem. 
It violates the Geneva 
Convention, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights and the International 
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Regular Israeli military incursions and drone strikes in Gaza can cripple Palestinian 
infrastructure and over many years have devastated the local economy. 

Palestinian Refugees 
Palestinian refugees are the 
largest displaced people in the 
world, living predominantly in 
Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon, 
Syria and Jordan, often in 
sub-standard conditions. The 
“Right of Return” for Palestinian 
refugees is a constant sticking 
point in peace negotiations. 
Of the estimated 11 million 
Palestinians worldwide, 
approximately five million are 
refugees under the care of the 
UNRWA (United Nations Relief 

Jerusalem
The Holy City is significant 
for three of the world’s major 
religions. In 1967 the UN 
mandated that Jerusalem should 
be governed jointly by Israel 
and Palestine. However, Israel’s 
Apartheid Wall completely 
separates East Jerusalem 
from the West Bank, isolating 
Palestinians on both sides of 
the Wall. Home demolitions 
and evictions of Palestinian 
residents in East Jerusalem are 
also common. It is estimated 
that around 200,000 Israeli 
settlers have moved into 
Palestinian properties in East 
Jerusalem, following evictions or 
demolitions.

Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights. The creation 
of this artificial border has 
undermined peace negotiations. 
Palestinians who live near the 
wall have their movement and 
livelihoods severely restricted. 
Many villagers have been 
cut off from their agricultural 
land, others are now unable to 
commute to the state of Israel for 
work.

and Works Agency) - a UN 
body created specifically for 
Palestinian refugees. The Six-Day 
War, Gulf War and the current 
Syrian crisis have made even 
more Palestinians refugees. 
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Australia has historically been 
supportive of two independent 
states within the area currently 
occupied by Israel. Australian 
Prime Minister Ben Chifley 
in 1948 stated that Australia 
supported the UN plan to 
partition what was then the 
British Mandate of Palestine into 
an Arab state and a Jewish state. 
Australian Foreign Minister H V 
Evatt was president of the UN 
in 1949 and brought about the 
successful UN Resolution 181 
which recognised the new state 
of Israel. 

Every Australian government 
since 1967 has publicly 
supported UN Security Council 
Resolution 242 as the framework 
for resolving the conflict. At the 
same time, however, Australian 
governments have consistently 
backed Israel’s right to defend 
itself, even in relation to acts of 
disproportionate and extreme 
aggression by the Israeli military. 

According to Ross Burn, former 
Australian Ambassador to 
the Middle East, “through 
the seventies and eighties… 
Australian officials couldn’t 
use the proper noun ‘Palestine’ 
because it might pre-empt an 
outcome.

“From the mid-seventies, the 
Australian Government was still 
so timid in the face of ‘lobby’ 
pressure that Australian mid-

ranking diplomats could talk to 
Palestinian representatives in 
Arab capitals but Ambassadors 
could not call on them ‘officially.’ 

“By the 1980s, Australia was 
still not among the majority of 
‘Western’ group counterparts 
in acknowledging that the 
outcome should be the 
‘homeland’ spoken about in 
resolutions — resolutions in fact 
that Australia had supported as 
long ago as 1948.”

On 30 November 2010, Australia 
was one of only seven nations to 
vote against a resolution, which 
reaffirmed the commitment to 
the two-state solution of Israel 
and Palestine and the need 
for Israel to withdraw from 
Palestinian territory occupied 
since 1967, including East 
Jerusalem. 

One of the reasons given for 
this by the then-Gillard Labor 
government was that they didn’t 
want to isolate or de-legitimise 
Israel. This ignores the reality 
that it is Israel’s actions which 
isolate it in the international 
community. A responsible 
course  for Australia would be 
to encourage Israel to fulfil its 
humanitarian obligations under 
international law. 

On 8 August 2011 a poll run by 
Fairfax Media found that 70 per 
cent of Australians believed that 
Australia should vote ‘Yes’ for 

THE AUSTRALIAN 
GOVERNMENT AND PALESTINE
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Lee attends a meeting at an Action Aid 
built women’s centre in the Tuwane 

Village. The women said having their 
own space made a huge difference to 

their lives.

In 2013 Lee Rhiannon met with a 
number of women’s organisations in 

Palestine. Between 2000 and 2007, 
ten per cent of pregnant Palestinian 

women were forced to endure labour 
or childbirth at an Israeli military 

checkpoint, resulting in the death of at 
least 35 babies and five women.

a Palestinian state. Contrary to 
this overwhelming support, the 
Labor government of the day 
abstained from the vote. While it 
was disappointing that Labor did 
not vote ‘Yes’ an abstention was 
an advance over the previous ‘No’ 
vote position.

In November 2013 the newly 
elected Abbott government 
changed Australia’s position on 
two recurring UN Resolutions 
- one calling for an end to 
Israeli settlement activity in the 
occupied Palestinian territories, 
the other applying the Fourth 
Geneva Convention (relating 

to the protection of civilian 
populations in time of war) to 
Israel’s occupation. Australia now 
opposes these resolutions.

This takes Australia’s position 
back towards where it was 
during the Howard government 
years on these resolutions and 
will likely foreshadow Australia’s 
vote on other resolutions, such 
as UN Resolution 158 regarding 
the right of the Palestinian 
people to self-determination and 
Resolution 229 regarding the 
sovereignty of Palestinian people 
over the areas Israel currently 
occupies militarily. 
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MYTH-BUSTING

Taking a stand for Palestine 
like the Greens have done for 
over two decades doesn’t come 
without its challenges. Just like 
we see in many other issues, 
standing up for the rights of 
oppressed and marginalised 
people goes hand in hand 
with often vicious attacks from 
vested interests. Unfortunately 
rather than respond to 
widespread criticism of Israel’s 
actions by ending the systemic 
discrimination of the Palestinian 
people, the Israeli government 
treats the issue as a marketing 
exercise, with the support of a 
number organisations. Some 
of the key misleading attacks 
include: 

MYTH: Israel is just defending 
itself. 
All governments have a 
responsibility to ensure their 
citizens are as safe from harm as 
possible. This does not give them 
the right to isolate, dispossess 
and discriminate against an 
entire population, especially 

DOING WHAT’S RIGHT, NOT WHAT’S EASY 

“When people of goodwill express their opposition to Israeli 
soldiers routinely humiliating Palestinians at checkpoints, 
the construction of an apartheid-style segregation wall 
through the West Bank or the brutal use of Israeli military 
force against civilians in Gaza, their motivation is not to 
denigrate the Jewish people but to highlight injustices 
perpetrated on the Palestinian people.” 

John Kaye and David Shoebridge, 28 May 2013.

when those people are supposed 
to be under their care.   

MYTH: The Greens single out 
Israel.
We don’t. The Greens strongly 
support and stand up for the 
human rights of many oppressed 
people across the world, 
including Tibetans, West Papuans 
and the East Timorese. We have 
been sharply critical of the 
Western military invasions of Iraq 
and Afghanistan.   

MYTH: Criticism of Israel is 
anti-Semitic.
Untrue. Anti-Semitism is a 
disgusting form of bigotry, with 
a terrible history involving some 
of Western civilisation’s darkest 
moments. It must be confronted 
at every turn. Conflating 
criticism of the government 
of Israel with anti-Semitism is 
a cowardly attempt to silence 
critics and end discussion. It’s like 
saying criticising the Australian 
government of the day (Labor or 
Liberal) is a racist attack against 
every Australian citizen.
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Many well-known figures around the world are supportive of the rights 
of Palestinians. British artist Banksy has done a number of works on the 
'separation' wall around Bethlehem. 


